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Graeme Polglase 
Research Group Head, Perinatal Transition 

NHMRC Career Development Fellow 

Rebecca L. Cooper Medical Research Fellow 

Senior Research Fellow, Department of Obstetrics, & Gynaecology, Monash University 
Associate Professor Graeme Polglase is the Deputy Director of The Ritchie Centre, Monash University and Hudson 
Institute, and heads the Fetal and Neonatal Health Cardiorespiratory Theme. He is an NHMRC/National Heart Foundation 
of Australia Career Development Fellow. Graeme is an internationally renowned physiologist whose research focuses on 
improving the respiratory, cardiovascular and neurological outcomes of infants. Specifically, he focuses on (1) the 
pulmonary, cardiovascular and cerebral circulatory transition at birth; (2) how factors prior to, during, and immediately 
after birth can alter the normal circulatory transition at birth; and (3) how current therapies impact upon this transition 
thus improving/worsening immediate and long-term outcomes. A/Prof Polglase’s recent research has focused on 
understanding the physiological transition at birth during delayed cord clamping and the importance of the timing of cord 
clamping relative to breathing onset. He is also investigating how obstetric interventions, including oxytocin 
administration, and position of the fetus relative to the placenta during delayed cord clamping can affect the 
cardiovascular transition at birth, and the applicability of initiating resuscitation of the neonate prior to cord clamping. 
The physiological insights continue to shape clinical trials on improving the transition at birth of infants worldwide. 
 

Euan Wallace 
Centre Co-Head, The Ritchie Centre, Hudson Institute of Medical Research 
Research Group Head, Maternal & Perinatal Medicine 
 
Professor Euan Wallace is Co-Head, (Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology) of The Ritchie Centre at Hudson Institute 
of Medical Research; Carl Wood Professor and Head of Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology at Monash University. 
As Head of The Ritchie Centre (2010-2014) he brought together leading research groups in women’s health, fetal and 
neonatal physiology, infant and child health and, stem cell biology to create a translational research centre.  Professor 
Wallace’s own research focuses on basic and clinical aspects of pregnancy and pregnancy care. The team has an 
international reputation for its Down Syndrome screening research, the investigation of inhibins and activins in pregnancy 
and in fetal neuroprotection. More recently, the group has established research programs in novel therapies for 
preeclampsia and in ethnicity related pregnancy outcomes. The group is a world leader in amnion stem cell biology and 
their clinical translation 
 
 
 
Judith McAra-Couper 

Head of Midwifery, Auckland University of Technology 
 
Judith has been a midwife since 1989.  The first five years of her midwifery career were spent in a remote village in 
Bangladesh. She has worked at the Auckland University of Technology (AUT) as a midwifery lecturer since 1997 where for 
the first 12 years she had a joint appointment as a clinical midwife educator in the birthing unit at Counties Manukau 
Hospital. After completing her PhD she returned to Bangladesh with WHO to write a Midwifery Curriculum for nurse 
midwives and has since returned to Bangladesh numerous times with WHO and UNFPA to implement this programme, 
along with Curriculum Development for Direct Entry Midwifery in Bangladesh.  In 2010 Judith was awarded a Post-Doctoral 
Scholarship. She is a director for the Centre for Midwifery and Women’s health research and involved in research areas 
such as Maternal Mental Health, Sustainability of Midwifery Practice, and Place of Birth.  She was the Chairperson of the 
Auckland Region of the New Zealand College of Midwives 2008-2011, and was appointed to the Midwifery Council of New 
Zealand in 2010 and became the Chair of the Council in 2011.  Judith became an Associate Professor and Head of 
Midwifery Department at AUT in 2013.   

 
 
 
Frank Bloomfield 
Director, Liggins Institute 
  
Frank Bloomfield is Director of the Liggins Institute and Professor of Neonatology at the University of Auckland. He 
practises as a neonatologist at National Women’s Health in Auckland.  Frank leads a research group investigating fetal 
and neonatal nutrition and its impact on long-term outcomes.  He is a past president of the Perinatal Society of New 
Zealand and of the Perinatal Society of Australia and New Zealand and is a current council member of the Perinatal 
Research Society in the USA.  Frank serves on the National Maternity Monitoring Group and the Clinical Governance 
Board of the National Intestinal Failure Service. 
 


